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SNAPSHOTS IN TIME

Women of Grit -- more than before.

The stories of last month stimulated still
others to contribute their personal
remembrances of Temecula. So you will find
in this issue more stories of life from the
“golden days” -- and a photo or two as well.

Now, dear readers, fill your coffee cup and
take half an hour or so to enjoy an armchair
tour through the pages of time to meet other
“woman of grit”, and find out what makes
them so!

Memoirs: The Series

The Temecula Cemetery is the final
resting place for many of the
names that you have been learning
about in the pages of these
newsletters. This issue begins a
series on the life of Mary Jane
Welty, early settler and hosteler of
the Welty Hotel, Main Street,
Temecula.

Not very large in stature, Mary
Jane nontheless bore eleven
children and lived adventures that
might have humbled the burliest of
men. Saludo, Mrs. Welty! We can
appreciate the legacy you leave
every time we pass the old hotel
you helped build.
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Have you visited the historic gardens of
Kimberly Mansion, the National Cathedral,
Elvis Presley’s Graceland? These are a few of
the landscapes that travelers might encounter
on a family vacation.

Kimberly Mansion is in Redlands, CA. The
grounds surround the home-turned-museum
of one of America’s kings of paper products,
Mr. Kimberly. Guided tours of the mansion
and its gardens are available. These gardens
add immeasurably to the preservation of this
historic site. ~ And it would be hard to
separate the house from its gardens because
each adds aesthetic value to the other.

In Southwest Riverside County, a plan to
restore the gardens of the Estudillo Mansion
is taking shape. The City of San Jacinto has
acquired this house with historic ties to
Temecula and is raising money for both the
restoration of the mansion and its
surrounding landscape. We will watch this
project with interest in days to come.

Other historic landscapes are not faring so
well. Two significant landscapes in
Washington, D.C., are being altered forever...
one surrounds the National Cathedral and
the other the highly visible U.S. Capitol.
The landscape architect for the grounds of
the U.S. Capitol was Frederick Law Olmstead,
the creator of Central Park. Olmstead also
designed the entire park systems for Boston,
Chicago, Buffalo, and Riverside [Hlinois}.
“Among landscape historians, there is a
general concensus that Olmsted's design for
the Capitol grounds is one of the most
important landscapes in America,” said Ellen
Shillinglaw, Cultural Landscape Foundation.

These landscapes were lost suddenly, without
public input, and without the customary
cultural report. As preservationists in
Temecula Valley, let us exercise more care in
the stewardship of both our historic buildings
and the context in which they survive.















The Wandering Coverlet and

How It Came to Temecula
by Rebecca Marshall Farnbach

Dad used to say it was priceless. He said his
great-great-great-grandmother had grown the flax, dyed
it, spun it and had woven the coverlet on a loom. But in
May of 1987, when | visited my parents in lowa, it was
gone. Mother hedged when | asked her where it was. |
supposed Mother had sold it when Dad’s mind and health
were declining. 1 reluctantly resigned to never seeing
the treasured family blanket again.

Part I:
secretary desk attracted my attention when 1 retumed to
lowa for my dad’s memorial service in January 1998.
inside the front cover of the book was a note Dad had
written:

"This spread is the property of Robert R. MacCanon
and was made by his great, great, great
grandmother, Anna Lamb Irish who was born October
13, 1787, married June 4, 1803, died December 2,
1845, daughter of Jeduthan and Jerusha (Cleveland)
Lamb buried in Erie County, New York, Boston
Cemetery. Husband was Jesse Irish (1780-1849.)
Sold to Michael Zahs Rt.L, Ainsworth, A 52201,
history teacher at Washington, lowa, for 5150, March
19, 1987.”

i could barely believe it, first because the coverlet was
sold just two months before | inquired about it, and
secondly that my Dad had the lucidity to record the
blanket’s history and the sales transaction.

i copied the words onto another paper and as soon as |
went back to my motel room, i called directory
assistance for Michael Zah’s phone number., When |
asked him if i could buy the blanket back, he said, "You
should have it.”

Not revealing to Mother that | had found the note or
contacted Michael Zahs, my husband and | made a
pre-dawn drive in sub-zero temperatures to meet Michael
at the school where he taught one hundred and fifty
miles away.

it was the thirty-ninth antique coverlet in his coltection,
one of the valuable ones because of the stilt-intact fringe
on three sides. He agreed with Dad’s story that the
brown and rust-colored threads were tinen, but informed
me that the dark blue ones were indigo dyed wool. |
made a mental note to add the raising of sheep to the
new version of the coverlet story.

Where was it? A certain book in his antique
Part il:

Michael, not only a high school history teacher, but also a
revered jowa historian, knew about coverlets. He told us
to keep ours folded inside a white sheet in a dark place.
He also instructed us to change the folds each time we
handled it. As he gave a parting glance to the blanket,
over 200,000 visitors had viewed it at his 1996 exhibit in
the Hoover Presidential Library in West Branch, lowa.

As we drove from the school, | clutched the coverlet,
barely able to believe i had it in my arms. | phoned
Mother with the good news during a stopover at the
Denver airport. She was happy, too, and said she
wouldn’t have sold it, had she realized that | valued it.

How did Dad acquire the blanket? [ asked
Mother, my sisters, and Dad’s siblings, but no one knew
who had given the blanket to Dad. In fact, Dad’s
brothers and sisters had never seen it or even heard
about it. My only information was on the note | had
copied from the book.

Carol Strickler features photos and diagrams of similar
textile arts in her book American Woven Coverlets. She
states processing homespun linen was difficult and
time-consuming in the 1700s, adding that by 1810,
ready-made cotton yamreplaced linen. This was
consistent with Anna’s timeline, making a case that the
coverlet could have been for her 1803 trousseau.

The family story is also authenticated by Strickler’s
information that Anna’s design of two woven panels
stitched together became obsolete with the introduction
of the jacquard loom in the mid-1820s. The jacquard
loom allowed the weaving of a panel wide enough to
cover a double bed.

Strickler identified the coverlet patterns similar to
Anna’s originating from the center of New York State.
Anna was from Onondaga County, in central New York
State.

In careful examination of the woven spread, my husband
found a strip where the pattern was irregutar. At first
we thought this authenticated the amateur workmanship
of Anna, but later leamed that Quakers like Anna
purposely made mistakes to affirm that nothing is
perfect but God.

! was satisfied that Anna was the weaver, but | still
wanted to know how Dad had acquired the coverlet,
Dad’s younger sister Delight and | emailed back and forth
with our theories about it. Aunt Delight dubbed our



research, The Saga of the Wandering Coverlet. We
believed Dad had probably gotten it from his great-aunt
lara Blim.

T remembered a rare visit by Uncle John and Aunt Clara
when | was aout four years old. They were old and very
different from the rest of the family. They were well to
do, well read, well educated, vegetarian and childless.
They brought Dad a gift that day. Could that have been
the giving of the blanket?

Aunt Delight and | worked out a &
scenario that went like this: Anna : ,;
Lamb and John Irish had a daughter ;‘;{
named Sylvia, who married Alonzo g}}r&:
Middleditch in Boston, New York in & ¥ &
1825. After he died in 1865 and was
buried in the Buffalo, New York area
Sylvia moved west to lowa with her @
daughter Lucinda and son-in-law Levi &
Churchill Gensman. Lucinda and Levi >
had two daughters, my
great-grandmother Minnie and her
sister Clara. Minnie moved to F§onda
and Clara stayed in lowa.

it would make sense that Anna gave the coverlet to
‘via, who brought it to lowa. Sylvia probably gave it to
-wucinda. Lucinda gave it to Clara, and then Clara gave it
to Dad. The scepario worked but { wondered if | could
ever prove it.

in May 2000 when | returmned to lowa for a family
weeding, Mother showed me three boxes of family
memorabitia containing newspaper clippings, photos,
certificates, and old letters. There was also a diary Clara
had made during a 1939 trip to New York State recording
family birth, death, and cemetery information.
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&5 Wouid you like to
%g see The Wandering
s 2 Coverlet? 1twillbe
displayed at
Temecula Valley
Historical Society's
annual Heritage
Luncheon on April

Then | found what | was looking for - an envelope from
Clara’s personal stationary. On the front “KEEP” was
written in pencil. Under it was penned, “To Rev. Robert
MacCanon.” Below, Dad had written, "Anna Lamb Oct.
12, 1787 - Dec. 2, 1845, Boston Cemetery, Erie Cy., N.Y.”
My heart junped! There it was!

| carefully opened the envelope and found in  Aunt
Clara’s hand:

"Waterloo (lowa) October 10,
1947, This blanket or spread was
3 made by my great grandmother,
& Anna Lamb Irish who iIs a
% . descendant of William Bradford-
£ who came to this country on the
i Mayflower. Have seen her grave
& stone in Erie Co. N.Y. Clara
Blim.”

-

: Because of Dad’s paper trail, | found

the coverlet to Dad
1955, | do know that she was the one who gave it to him.

in 1947, or when they visited in

From sheep grazing and flax growing in central New York
State, to Anna’s nibble weaving and her journey to
western New York, the coveriet went to lowa with Sylvia.
Lucinda gave it to Clara. Clara gave it to Dad. Dad soid
it to Michael Zahs Michael displayed it at the Hoover
Presidentiat Library. | bought it back, and the wandering
coverlet has come home to Temecula.

Gilman Historic Ranch and Wagon Museum
Invites you
to the
Annual Mountain Man Encampment

Thursday & Friday, April 17th and 18th 2003
9:00am to 1:00pm

— Admission: Adults $5.00, Children under 12 $2.00
for reservations, call (909) 922-9200








http://www.edward-deanmuseum.org.



http://www.nthp.org/historic_hotels/index.asp.



mailto:4@earthlink.net.
http://www.lYhs.homestead.comIFrontPage.hbnI




